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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims, 1-4, 8-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Nishioka 
With regard to claim 1, Nishioka (US 6,776,640) discloses a memory card connector (34), 
comprising: 

an insulative housing (6) having a terminal-mounting section which 
mounts a plurality of conductive terminals (8) having contact portions for 
engaging appropriate contacts on a memory card (3) and which at least in part defines a card- 
receiving cavity (2) for receiving the memory card; 

a card eject mechanism (14) including a slider (14) movably mounted on the 

housing and engageable with the memory card for movement therewith into and out of 

the cavity between an inserted connection position and a withdrawal position; 

a slide lock member (10) mounted on the connector, independent of the eject mechanism, and 

engageable with the slider to hold the slider in said inserted connection position; and 

an ejection control member (23) mounted on the connector for releasing the slide 

lock member from engagement with the slider to allow the slider and memory card to be 

ejected. 

With regard to claim 2, Nishioka discloses that said terminal-mounting 

section of the housing (6) is a rear section and including at least one side wall 

section (Fig. 6)) of the housing extending forwardly from one end of the rear section, said 
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card eject mechanism (14) and said ejection control member (23) being on said side wall 
section. 

With regard to claim 3, Nishioka discloses that said card eject mechanism 25 (46), said slide 
lock member (10, Fig. 4) and said ejection control member (23) form a push/push mechanism, 
whereby a first push on the memory card (2) moves the memory card and slider (Fig. 5)) to said 
inserted connection position, the slide lock member (Fig. 5c) being located to hold the slider at 
said position, and a second push (an arrow 30) on the ejection control member (23) releases 
the slide lock member from engagement with the slider to allow aO the slider and memory card 
to be ejected. 

With regard to claim 4, Nishioka discloses that a metal shell (1) mounted on the housing (6) and 
combining therewith to define said cavity having a front insertion opening (42) to permit insertion 
and withdrawal of the memory card into and out of the connector, said slide lock member (52) 
being on the metal shell. 

With regard to claim 8, Nishioka discloses that said slide lock member comprises a spring arm 
(1 2) having a lock portion (1 1 ) engageable with a lock shoulder (Fig. 5c) on the slider (1 4) 
automatically as the slider and memory card are moved to said inserted connection position. 
With regard to claim 9, Nishioka discloses that said ejection control member 
(23) is mounted alongside the card eject mechanism (14) for movement generally parallel to the 
movement of the slider. 

With regard to claim 10, Nishioka discloses that said ejection control member 
(23) includes a manually engageable portion (26) outside the housing (36). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims, 1,4-8, 1 1-15,18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Nogami. 

With regard to claims 1, 4-7, 12 Nogami discloses memory card connector (2), comprising: 

an insulative housing (8) having a rear terminal-mounting section (6) which 

mounts a plurality of conductive terminals (11) having contact portions (12) for 

engaging appropriate contacts on a memory card (1), and at least one side wall section 

(9) extending forwardly from one end of the rear section; 

a metal shell (5) mounted on the housing and combining therewith to define a 

card-receiving cavity having a front insertion opening to permit insertion and 

withdrawal of the memory card; 

a card eject mechanism (3) including a slider movably mounted on the side 
wall section of the housing and engageable with the memory card for movement 
therewith into and out of the cavity between an inserted connection position and a 
withdrawal position; 

a slie lock member (67) and engageable with the slider to hold the slider in said inserted 
connection position; and 

an ejection control member (70) mounted along the side wall section of the 
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housing for releasing the slide lock member from engagement with the slider to allow the slider 
and memory card to be ejected; 

whereby the connector becomes a push/push type connector, with a first push of 

the memory card and the slider moves the memory card to said inserted 

connection position and a second push (on 72) of the ejection control member moves the 

slide lock member (67) out of engagement with the slider. 

With regard to claims 13, Nogami discloses said shell (5) is stamped 

and formed from sheet metal material and the slide lock member (67) is stamped and formed 

therefrom. 

With regard to claims 8, 14, Nogami discloses that said slide lock member comprises a 
cantilevered spring arm (67). 

With regard to claims 15, Nogami discloses said cantilevered spring 
arm (67) has a lock portion (68) engageable with a lock shoulder on the slider 
automatically as the slider and memory card are moved to said inserted 
connection position. 

With regard to claims 11, 18, Nogami discloses biasing means (a spring on 71) for biasing the 
ejection control member (70) to a retracted inoperative position. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 16,17 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would 
be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and 
any intervening claims. 
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No prior art has been found to anticipate or render obvious the presently claimed subject 
matter. Specifically, none of the prior art of record discloses the combination of the limitations 
presented including the ejection control member being mounted alongside the card eject 
mechanism for movement generally parallel to the movement of the slider in the process of 
engagement with the slide lock member being formed integral with the metal shell (claim 16). 
Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Alexander D. Gilman whose telephone number is 571 272-2004. The examiner 
can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 10:30 a.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Renee S. Luebke can be reached on 571 272-2800 ext. 33. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private 
PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you 
would like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the 
automated information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Alexander D Gilman/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2833 

9/04/08 



